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DRAFTED BY: DHF,W:FD A:l RSHFI .TON 
APPROVED BY: OES/APT:BMP:WJWALSH III 
DHEW/PHS/OASH:OIH:RFISCHER 
EUR/NE:JPSHUMATE (INFO) 

031241Z 108660/43 

R 022120Z MAY 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS STATE 099084 

FOR ATTENTION OF SCIATT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OGEN:, TBIO, US, UK 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED EXTENSION OF CONTRACT WITH BIRMING- 
HAM UNIVERSITY 

REF: STATE 89038 (APRIL 1976) 

1 . FDA ADVISES THAT ITS BUREAU OF RADIOLOGICAL WISHES TO 
CONTINUE AND EXPAND THE OXFORD SURVEY OF CHILDHOOD CANCERS. 

PROPOSAL CALLS FOR A 12 MONTH STUDY; ESTIMATED COST DOLS 
55,00. 

2. FDA HAS SUPPORTED THE PROJECT UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
ALICE STEWART, M.D., FOR TWO YEARS AT OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
AND TWO YEARS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM. 

THE OXFORD SURVEY OF CHILDHOOD CANCERS IS A CONTINUING 
STUDY OF DEATHS FROM CANCER IN CHILDHOOD IN ENGLAND AND 
WAT.F.S BEGINNING IN 1953. SINCE IT IS A COMPLETE SURVEY OF 
15 MILLION CHILDREN OVER A TWENTY YEAR PERIOD, IT IS ABLE 
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TO OBTAIN DATA ON CANCER RISK FROM VERY LOW LEVELS OF 
RADIATION. THE DATA UNIQUE. 

3. THIS PROJECT IS RELATED TO RESEARCH ON IONIZING 
AND SONIC RADIATION AND DEVELOPING TISSUE. IT HAS AL- 
READY INDICATED THAT X-RAY EXPOSURE DURING PREGNANCY 
MAY LEAD TO CANCER FORMATION. THIS HAS LED TO PROGRAMS 
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FOR REDUCTION OF X-RAY EXPOSURE OF POSSIBLY PREGNANT 
WOMEN AND BETTER INSTRUMENTATION TO OPTIMIZE X-RAY 
PROCEDURES. IT IS PROPOSED TO CONTINUE THE STUDY IN THE 
AREA OF MATERNAL X-RAY EXPOSURES AND EXPAND TO INCLUDE 
STUDIES ON DIAGNOSTIC IRRADIATION IN EARLY FETAL LIFE, 

FETAL IRRADIATION IN RELATION TO MATERNAL ILLNESSES AND 
THE OUTCOME OF OTHER PREGNANCIES AND DIAGNOSTIC RADIOLOGY 
IN RELATION TO ADULY LEUKEMIA AND OTHER CANCERS. 

4. FDA WOULD APPRECIATE LEANING IF THE POST SEES ANY 
OBIECTION TO THIS PROPOSAL TO CONTINUE AND EXPAND THE 
PROJECT. AN EARLY RESPONSE IS REQUESTED. VANCE 
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